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Description 

Device that Facilitates Pouring of Liquid 

from a Container 

Background of Invention 
[0001] Field of the invention 

[0002] This invention relates, generally, to devices that help peo- 
ple perform tasks that they might otherwise find difficult 
to perform. More particularly, it relates to a device that 
enables people with limited muscular power to pour liquid 
from a container without having to lift the container from 
a support surface. 

[0003] Description of the prior art 

[0004] A person may develop weakness in the fingers, hands, 

wrists, or arms as a result of disease, old age, nerve dam- 
age, or the like. An injury may also cause at least tempo- 
rary weakness. Lifting a heavy container, such as a milk 
container, to pour a glass of milk can be a difficult chore 
for a person who has experienced a loss of strength for 


any reason. 

[0005] U.S. patent No. 6,386,393 to Paulovich and others dis- 
closes a tipping racl<, especially for large heavy duty liquid 
detergent containers. 

[0006] U.S. patent No. 144,442 to Caverly (1873) depicts a device 
having a stable stand and a rounded sidewall that enables 
a liquid container supported by the stand to be tilted 
when the stand is rotated onto its rounded sidewall. 

[0007] Stephenson, in U. S. patent No. 411,229 (1889), shows a 
variation of the Caverly structure. It differs in that the bot- 
tom stand is also curved and therefore is not stable. 

[0008] The Holme device, disclosed in U.S. patent No. 480,095 
(1892) represents another variation. It differs from the 
others in that its handle projects above the container to 
be tilted. 

[0009] Leggett's device, disclosed in U.S. patent No. 486,484 

(1892), is attached to a large drum and includes no bot- 
tom stand. 

[0010] What is needed, then, is a device that would enable a per- 
son with limited strength to pour liquid from a heavy con- 
tainer without needing to lift the container from a support 
surface. 

[0011] However, in view of the prior art considered as a whole at 


the time the present invention was made, it was not obvi- 
ous to those of ordinary sl<ill in the pertinent art how such 

need could be fulfilled. 
Summary of Invention 

[0012] The long-standing but heretofore unfulfilled need for a 
device that facilitates the pouring of liquid from a heavy 
container is now met by a new, useful, and nonobvious 
invention. The novel device facilitates pouring liquid from 
a container and includes a generally square base having a 
first end and a second end. The base is adapted to be 
supported atop a support surface such as a tabletop. A 
sidewall is formed integrally with the base at the second 
end thereof. The sidewall is disposed in normal relation to 
the base. 

[0013] The base has a flat top surface that is adapted to support 
a generally flat bottom wall of a liquid-holding container 
having a handle. 

[0014] The sidewall has a flat inward wall adapted to abut a gen- 
erally flat sidewall of the liquid-holding container. A cur- 
vature is formed in an outward surface of the sidewall. 
The curvature extends from a lowermost end of the side- 
wall to an uppermost end thereof. 

[0015] The curvature is uniform from a front of the device to a 


back thereof so that the device is stable when rotated. The 
first end of the base is lifted from the support surface 
when the device is tilted toward the second end. 

[0016] The liquid-holding container is supported by the flat top 
surface of the base when the device is in a position of re- 
pose and is supported at least in part by the flat inward 
surface of the sidewall when the device is rotated onto the 
curvature formed in the outward surface of the sidewall. 

[0017] Liquid is poured from the container when the device is ro- 
tated onto the curvature by a user grasping the handle of 
the container. The user need not lift the liquid-holding 
container from the flat top surface of the base during the 
pouring procedure and need not lift the device from the 
support surface during the pouring procedure. 

[0018] A first foot is formed at the first end of the base and said 
first foot has a curved bottom surface. A second foot is 
formed at the second end of the base and said second 
foot has a curved bottom surface. The curved bottom sur- 
face of the second foot is seamlessly formed with the cur- 
vature formed in the outward surface of the sidewall. 

[0019] The first foot and said second foot perform the function 
of spacing the base apart from the support surface to 
provide a mechanical advantage to the rotation of the de- 


vice about the second foot and onto the curvature. 
[0020] An important object of this invention is to provide a de- 
vice that facilitates the pouring of liquid from a heavy 
container. 

[0021] Another important object is to provide such a device in a 
small, light-in-weight structure that is affordable and 
easy to use. 

[0022] Another object is to provide a device that includes no 
handle of its own to thereby simplify its construction. 

[0023] Another object is to achieve the foregoing object in part 
by providing a pouring device that takes advantage of the 
pre-existing handle of the container from which a liquid is 
to be poured. 

[0024] These and other important objects, advantages, and fea- 
tures of the invention will become clear as this description 
proceeds. 

[0025] The invention accordingly comprises the features of con- 
struction, combination of elements, and arrangement of 
parts that will be exemplified in the description set forth 
hereinafter and the scope of the invention will be indi- 
cated in the claims. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0026] For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects of the 


invention, reference sliould be made to tlie following de- 
tailed description, taken in connection with the accompa- 
nying drawings, in which: 
[0027] Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of the novel device; 

[0028] Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view thereof; 

[0029] Fig. 3 is a top plan view thereof; 

[0030] Fig. 4 is a side elevational view thereof; 

[0031] Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view thereof; 

[0032] Fig. 6 is the first side elevational view in a series of three 

side elevational views depicting how the device is used; 
[0033] Fig. 7 is the second view in said series; and 

[0034] Fig. 8 is the third view in said series. 
Detailed Description 

[0035] Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, it will there be seen that the 

reference numeral 10 denotes an illustrative embodiment 
of the present invention as a whole. 

[0036] Novel device 10 has a generally "L"shape formed by base 
12 and side wall 14 that is formed integrally with said 
base and which is disposed in perpendicular or normal re- 
lation thereto. For explanatory purposes, the end of the 


base to which the sidewall is adjoined is referred to as the 
second end and the opposite end of the base is referred 
to as the first end. 

[0037] Base 12 includes flat support surface 16 upon which is 
placed a container when device 10 is in use, as will be 
disclosed hereinafter. Sidewall 16 includes a flat, vertical 
surface 18 for supporting the container when device 10 is 
tipped in a manner disclosed hereinafter. Flat support 
surface 18 is formed in the side of sidewall 14 hereby de- 
fined as the inward side of said sidewall. 

[0038] A curved surface, denoted 20, sometimes referred to 

hereinafter as a curvature, is formed on the outward side 
of said sidewall 14. 

[0039] Base 12, when in its position of repose as depicted in Figs. 
1 and 2, is supported along its first end by first foot 
member 22 and along its second end by second foot 
member 24. 

[0040] Accordingly, bottom wall 26 of base 12 is spaced apart 
from a support surface upon which device 10 is posi- 
tioned when in use. As will become clear as this descrip- 
tion proceeds, the support surface is typically a kitchen 
table or counter top. 

[0041] Both first foot member 22 and second foot member 24 


are curved. Such structure spaces base 12 in vertically 
spaced relation to the support surface for device 10. 
[0042] By providing space between said support surface and flat 
top surface 16 of base 12, a mechanical advantage is pro- 
vided when device 10 is rotated in the manner hereinafter 
described. 

[0043] Curved surface or curvature 20 extends from second foot 
member 24 to the uppermost edge of sidewall 14. The 
curvature of second foot 24 is seamless with curvature 20. 

[0044] Vertically extending wings 28, 28 are formed integrally 
with sidewall 14 and project a short distance therefrom 
towards the first end of device 10. Such wings help center 
a container, not depicted in Figs, 1 and 2, when said con- 
tainer is disposed in abutting relation to sidewall 14. 

[0045] The top plan and side elevational views, respectively, of 

Figs. 3 and 4 are self-explanatory in view of the foregoing 
disclosure, as is the bottom view of Fig. 5. 

[0046] Fig. 6 is the first side elevational view on a series of three 
side elevational views depicting how the novel structure is 
used. In Fig. 6, device 10 is in its position of repose on a 
support surface 30 such as a tabletop. A gallon or other 
size container 32 of milk. Juice, or the like is positioned 
atop flat support surface 16 and a preselected side of said 


container is disposed in abutting relation to vertical sur- 
face 18 of sidewall 14. A user has grasped handle 34 in 
Fig. 6. 

[0047] jhe user has tilted container 32 in Fig. 7 by rotating said 
container toward second foot member 24 and hence to- 
ward curved surface 20, thereby causing first foot mem- 
ber 22 of base 12 to lift from the tabletop. Further rota- 
tion onto curved surface 20 is depicted in Fig. 8. Liquid 36 
from container 32 is now poured into small container 37 
as indicated. 

[0048] Jhe user returns base 12 to its position of repose by ro- 
tating said base in an opposite direction. 

[0049] Significantly, the user never needs to lift container 32 

from device 10 at any time during the pouring operation. 
The gentle curvature of curvature 20 ensures that the tilt- 
ing operation will be smooth and easy to perform. 

[0050] When a container is empty, the user may use both hands 
to place a full container atop device 10. However, both 
hands are not needed to pour from the container. Nor will 
the container slip and empty its contents as may happen 
even when a user attempts to tilt a heavy container over 
with both hands in the absence of device 10. 

[0051] Device 10 provides an affordable, easy-to-use solution to 


a problem encountered frequently by those having poor 
hand strength. 

[0052] It vyiii thus be seen that the objects set forth above, and 
those made apparent from the foregoing description, are 
efficiently attained. Since certain changes may be made in 
the above construction without departing from the scope 
of the invention, it is intended that all matters contained 
in the foregoing description or shown in the accompany- 
ing drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in 
a limiting sense. 

[0053] It is also to be understood that the following claims are 
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features 
of the invention herein described, and all statements of 
the scope of the invention that, as a matter of language, 
might be said to fall therebetween. 

[0054] Now that the invention has been described. 


